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FIRST MASTERWORKS FOR THE CLASSIC&_ GuITA
&

Foreword by Kevin McChesney (2021) /7y

My father, Richard McChesney (1934-2020), was a lifelong classi i i
an expert in music history, compositional style, performanc ctice,
literature. He brought his extensive experience as resear , criti

teacher to his arrangements, writing almost e%lswel@r guit
instruments, notably flute and recorder. &\

His work went largely unpubllshed in eti ﬁoug
were growing up we performed m his r?s in sma
However, FIRST MASTERWORKS F

provided fine material for class%l

guit,

This excellent collection i off
small matters of upda;e tatio(
generally in order o cult@slest to mo . asy to early

intermediate ran@ 0

These arrang@ts I, my
musical and technicalglarity. evotion to making beautiful
and fulfilling music’availab

The commen&)n his E s the superb quality of the arrangements show my
father 1n€f@‘ole h ing and inspiring people to enjoy the
classic als his light-hearted side.

wond é

KEVIN MCCHESNEY
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FIRST MASTERWORKS FOR THE CLASSIC&_ GuITA
&

Foreword by Richard McChesney (1978) /)

year-and-a-half of study, but the more advanced guitarist wi ditv
reading practice.

This collection is intended primarily for the classical guitari%@is in

It seems a shame that little music by well-k co
guitarists except in a few commendable
watered-down arrangements of famili
unsuitable to the instrument. This li
standard of beginning guitar repe

The music has been selecte% @nari
foremost composers of t ste?orld.
known, great care has,b@ ake choos
reasonably typical o Q%ir C ers.

®

The word “tran ion&sum i a more literal rendering of the
original musi ar%t i rworked in the guitar literature.
The composer’s musi¢yafter rent anyway had he himself

written it for the rins
pieces in this wer, i itar, no apology is made for
describing all'of the e item is actually an arrangement of an

arrange : Bra ong his most charming output and most of
his ot

at

ce in guitar arrangements of pre-20th century

. Few dynamic markings are provided and these are
at have come down to us through the years are largely
om the comp(;s ’s own. A little experimentation will reveal
ic level at which each piece seems most effective.

re obvi
ere are ple solutions that allom eéﬁ:i

nimal technical problems, right-hand fi:nge
omitted in the interest of improved legibilit

s from what has gone befo

ol Shied thé i hwad bas \ | 1151

are largely self-evident and so have

RICHARD MCCHESNEY
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Das Wandern

(Wandering) from a song by Fra
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A NOTE ON THE ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF THE G

Of many theories concerning the origin of the guitar as we know it «g the
perhaps the most charming: 0

owb
od in

In the Argentine pampas (plains) long ago, a lonely gauc
his lack of female companionship. He carved a piece 05%)
and strung it with sinews from the animal ¥ kille 0
of love, he could accompany himself wl{h&)ldmﬁhe wo
long, graceful neck.

Those interested in less romantic - oreepgorltatlv
of the guitar are referred to these llgn@ﬂ)ks
N

Bellow, Alexander: The 1 @rate@ory of t

a division of Belwm/
Turnbull, Harvey: @ om the R
Scribner’s Sons 1 l@é Bold Strum

éib

ay (1974 by Charles

RICHARD MCCHESNEY
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